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Abstract: This study investigated a method for determining the content and nitrogen isotopic compo-
sition of amino acids in different samples. Amino acids were derivatized using N-pivaloyl-O-isopropyl
ester (NPP) and analyzed via gas chromatography—mass spectrometry (GC—MS) and gas chromatogra-
phy—combustion—isotope ratio mass spectrometry (GC—C—IRMS). Results showed effective separation
of 15 amino acid standards after NPP derivatization on GC-MS, with good linearity (*> 0. 98) be-
tween concentration and peak area in the range of 1.0-16.0 pwmol/L. The GC-C-IRMS analysis
yielded 8N values for the 15 amino acid standards with a precision of 0. 22%0—0. 76%0(n=8), com-
parable to those obtained by elemental analysis—isotope ratio mass spectrometry (EA-IRMS) , with a
difference ranging from 0. 15%o to 1. 14%o. The strong correlation (r’=0. 995 4) between the two meth-
ods suggests that the derivatization process did not introduce significant isotopic fractionation. Stable
and accurate 8N values were achieved with an injection amount greater than 20 ng N (corresponding
to a[N," ] m/z 28 signal intensity of approximately 150 mV) , resulting in an average precision of
0.36%o. Analysis of soybean and soil samples revealed 8°N values ranging from 10.90%o to
22.32%0 and —1.92%0 to 12. 82%0, respectively, with standard deviations of 0. 23%0—0. 88%o and
0. 08%0—0. 79%0, respectively, meeting the accuracy requirements for sample analysis.

Key words: gas chromatography—combustion—isotope ratio mass spectrometry (GC—-C-IRMS) ; N-
pivaloyl-O-isopropyl (NPP); amino acid; nitrogen stable isotope
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E—E W RBRE, M LLAS Z R ) e & se 2R T IRMS 20 AT NS 20, A il %
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o BRI, NPPATAALEREH 5N B RIFL A 20} GC-C-TRMS RGE M EALIRJFAE ik il —E s, Bt
M G 7 200 R RS A

AWFRFIH CC-C-IRMSEEAR , SARERE St LLEAS R ZEAIRE i b B ZE IR Rk 36T 7 & AR
RN E . IR SEI R TR T R VIS, e T AT L R RO, e T
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1.1 UFE5EE

GC-MS QP2010 A% - Bk B AL (H A B HA W), HT o 5 e Z IR RATAEY) ;. DeltaV [
P Z AT (S [H Thermo Fisher 23 w])), M T ARG FEA KN E , %X #5532 E Thermo Scientific 23
AP Trace GC Ultra SAHAIE{ . Thermo Al 1310 H 21445 L & Finnigan GC—Combustion TH#KEH%
HECH, #5230 GC—C-IRMS R4t ; 1SOprime100 JEE /AT (5 Elementar 2 7)), HF & FEBR bR
1 ) ZURI A B2 I R 5 MGS-2200 FWAX (H 7K Eyela 20 H]), HTHESIRGEFIE AL . b
B ORAE 1 AR T 5030 i) v A P A AT S
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1.2 #ME5iEF

1S PR (WA 1) B y-Z 58 TR (GABA) W H _Lifghrd T 20 w); Brkeleal . $hlie . 20K, S4bir
W, nsE Aoy bral, B EZERAFIER AR & W RAE. QRO Edkoh ik
4li, W H Sigma—Aldrich A7 ,

1.3 BIESRIEEHE

R R H AP S A i 7 i o T A R AT A -

(DA RS- B E . AR DB-5MS(60 mx0. 25 mmx0. 25 pm) . HA A, WiEHR 1 mL/
min, WKFAGE A 3 mL/min, FEFELITEEE R 250 °C, RMSRBFERIE, SWitkR1 10, AR A1
plo FHEFEFIT . WIEATEEE 60 “CA4% 5 min, LL3 ‘C/min FHE 220 °C, LA 10 ‘C/min FHEZ 300 °C
FERHF 20 mine TGS HT SR F BT FUR, 857 IR B A IR 4331k 250 “CHI 280 °Co HEFIFEIR I
B8] 4712 min, FEAE Scan B FFHA TR AN, FHHEH] m/z 50~450"7,

(2) AR — R e Al 7 B G 0 . (a3 FE o DB-5MS (60 mx0. 32 mmx0. 25 pm) . #HSHEA
AL WS 1.5 mL/ming FFAELIRE A 280 C, RAADIEHFEA, #FERR 1 pl, FHERFWT
WG EE 60 'C, LL15 C/min FHR Z 130 °C, ARG LL 3 C/min FHil %2 220 °C, &HJ5LL10 C/min FHR E
300 CIH:{4:4% 25 min,

JiFE: FE GC-C-IRMS R4, ZIEMATEY 1 56N Trace GC Ultra ARG RESGHTT /0 85 . 0
J 0 2 E R SRR UGN Combustion T RS, 1% RS0 AL P RE S 2% . £ 960 CHIEHR T,
S ) AT B R - A I S TR A b R BR A RE R 0 R4 R CO,MINO . FliS, X2
PRIEN 640 “CHYRIFEY, T NIETEIH 2205 NO IR JF RN, o SAili#g CON NI E )T, KSR
TR BN E B TR AL B, LIS COo,. tesh, AR Ik COEBME RIS ERR SEUE%E, &
SIRTZI 10 IG . T ERS BANE DS B iRk, BB R €O,

1.4 HmLE

1.4.1 SERBERRSAN RAHABKMERIRE . HIEMRERES I EETR . &S
WHE AR, FREGE BFES S T RIUMZ M (PTFE) GRS, N3 mL 6 mol/L 818, 18&31%5). b
JG, AHEGEHA TR LR FREEAEE, BiEZR IR AL . B EMEREIEAE 110 CRKAE24 h, ke
B TR R O IR R . KR SERG , RS R IR, PR S B PR L, TR
100 CF&LEET. FREEEYH 0. 1 mol/LIRTR EHA M, FHlid 2.0 (10 min) KERAEEL T,
o, HE A E IR A b G o AR S i 9 BH 2 - 28 34 (CNWBOND SCX SPE Cartridge, | {42
i), f#H 4 mol/LZUKBH THERL, B3tk Z B,

1.4.2 SEBBETEURE ZORBRPEIRALE, TR B LU 25 3E H T GC-MS HI
GC-C-IRMS AT 3 L AT A

B, BabEZ SR T 2 mL 1 mol/L &AL RN FEA W, 7E100 'C FRM 1 h, SEMESE
FRHERAL R, o N SERE , K rer e T 60 CRUSIR FWRT, Zprsk i i AR5 .

), KRR me b= T 200 WL AEE DN SRR ERAG BT BE S, F57E 60 “CF KM 30 min,
WATERIEAC B, , e 2 i N-H0 R BESE-O- R N R T AE Y o B IR B =i F 2 mL & H ke, I 3 mL
FAA KA T 3 IRAEER, DLRBR/KIEEEI R, SIRETUG YR E A A

Sttt BRRr=8, AP I TOKRIREN, RGIRSEHEHE 1 h, LIEBRIEEKS .
Wia, HREWE.OHE, WELZAEVHDIFEEIREM FT.

&, BTEROFEME T ECKY, JEd R (R 200~400 H, 424 mm) #E1726i4k ., fdi
TR SRR AR, B & A mE A xR A H s 2 o I RAE L BERE . W SE & HbRr= i i BE i
FEEEIR AR TR I TR NFDRBEE-O- R NIRRT A EHE T IEC ke, R0,

1.4.3 WRBRERERERTOES Lly-2 B TREDNR, KBHEETO0. 1 mol/LERM Y, Bk
BZ0. 1 mmol/L WA . SEBRI B, AR T Z bR R B 2 B 1l IR

H B EFETARE S M H 0. 1 mol/LERMRIAMR , BEH 1 mmol/L BOARMERS WL, AT e b &R

FIAS )i B 1 IR TR PRI
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1.4.4 SEBBAKIRERRTERFERMEIRE PN IEMbRIE S EIENLE 6N F EA-IRMS il
SE, FREGE & E LR E S B A, FIH EA- IRM(ISOprime100) ¥E47 /047, BEANEESHF4700
E3K, HAFRE RN ZE 6N W2,
2 #RFITE
2.1 SEBBEETEYHBIESERFIEFHER

JUENPPATARAL T 2, (B AETE s e . B, RS T T AT e ROY , AR
BT ATAE , MR RN A R W AR 524 o IR, ARSEIG AR XS bk 4 Fha Bt 1147
Mro MeAh, ARWEIT % H O ER K #5544 (6 mol/L HCI,

15
110 °C, 24 h) & SIS GBI R LB Mk 257 )
I EIR(Glu) IR AETR (Asp), PHIILSEBRINAY £ 207 .
BEBRRLER S REHARGEAROE TH 2] 9= 10 113 16
mﬂ?%ﬁo él'o_ 12 4 67

ST EILIRATE W bR R | KA 05T
SILTR AR A4 I HEAT GC-MS 4007, WisE O, : : e — :

1500 2 100 2700 3 300 3900 4 500

£ B I B) AR 28 1 BB AR 58 708 i A T 4y Times
Bt o S ZARAF R R IR AT A W ) b ol 33 &1 1 P 1 Scan i FEIEMATEYIN GC-MS (a4
R Y EUNCRE AR A R (Cly) .y PE ! oS (:hr(l)liqj(l\(;iia;;(i:dmoino acid derivatives
ZE (Ala) . FHZIR (Pro) . WIZMR (Val) . 52Z R 1. Al 2. Gly; 3. Vals 4: Leus 5: Tles 6: GABA(internal
(Leu) . #E MR (Lys) . o (lle) , RAZE W  stondard)s 7: Prog 8: Asps 92 Thrs 10z Sers 11z Met; 12:
Glu; 13: Phe; 14: Lys; 15: Tyr; 16: Trp

(Asp) . HZM (Thr) . B (Glu) . KN AR
(Phe) . 2% (Ser) . BEEIR (Tyr) . WA (Met) . ML (Trp), JiiEREA R BRI T 2 FhE 2
SRR

B E LB AR IR R Z UL P E: 1.0, 2.0, 4.0, 8.0, 16.0 mmol/L, il “1.3” K
PSRBT E , DLEEBRbRUE SR (2, mmol/L) REAAKR, WETH AR () P ARFRIEAT LN .
F 1T, 15 FhEEERAE 1. 0~16. 0 pumol/L iR BEVEE N SR AR R I ERPHER R, MHRRE(A) K
F0.98, FHHJ7 R BT LA AR P A SRR B 2R R IR TR

1 EUERRATEY N Tl T R A

Table 1 ~ MS properties and linear relations of amino acid derivatives

Amino acid Time/s Molecular weight Main ion fragment Regression equation r
Ala 2 068. 8 215 128, 129, 156, 172 y=0.068x - 3. 154 0.997
Gly 2148.6 201 102, 114, 142, 159 y=0.091x - 3.793 0.997
Val 2365.2 243 116, 156, 184, 201 y=0.038x - 3. 546 0. 999
Leu 2515.8 257 86, 170, 198, 201 y =0.053x — 4. 606 0.995
Ile 2534.4 257 85, 141, 170, 198 y=0.058x - 4. 610 0.999
Pro 2802.0 241 70, 114, 154, 182 y=0.069x - 3.010 0. 995
Asp 3010.8 258 85, 88, 130, 214 y=0.087x - 8.570 0.988
Thr 3032.4 245 102, 159, 183, 201 y=0.018x - 3. 159 0.99
Ser 3088.2 231 126, 144, 171, 228 y=0.046x - 1. 641 0. 994
Met 3120.6 275 141, 159, 201, 214 y=0.018x - 1. 899 0. 995
Glu 3264.6 272 126, 146, 186, 228 y=0.079x - 1. 828 0. 990
Phe 3375.0 291 148, 190, 204, 232 y=0.055x - 1.799 0.993
Lys 3912.6 356 168, 183, 269, 296 y=0.010x - 1. 289 0.991
Tyr 3982.2 307 107, 206, 220, 290 y=0.015x-0.971 0.987
Trp 4081.2 330 143, 187, 229, 243 y=0.023x - 2.673 0.993

2.2 SEBBEARHEREMEYVRRMAEE

VR TR BORE B , X 15 FESE IR SRR AT AE i A T R I E (n=8) , g UL 2.
5N, GC-C-IRMS J7 ikl s N B A B IF R %, I & 552 i b il 22 394 0. 22%0 ~
0. 76%0 2 18] (F2), FIbrEfZE4 0. 39%0.
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Fig. 2 Chromatogram of NPP amino acid ester by GC-C-IRMS(8"N)
1-4: standard N,; 5: Ala; 6: Gly; 7: Val; 8: Leu; 9: lle; 10: GABA (internal standard); 11: Pro; 12: Asp; 13: Thr; 14: Ser;
15: Met; 16: Glu; 17: Phe; 18: Lys; 19: Tyr; 20: Trp

#2  FUEMRRER AT R R (A (5°N)

Table 2 Nitrogen isotopic composition(8"°N) of standard amino acids and their derivatives

. 5 EA-IRMS GC-C-IRMS

Amino acid Mean/%o /%o Mean/%o /%o A /%o
Ala 6.05 0.48 5.78 0.22 0.27
Cly ~0.77 0.03 0.37 0.35 1.14
Val -6. 85 0.03 -6.70 0.36 0.15
Leu 7.13 0.17 6.03 0.62 1.10
le ~0.93 0.03 -1.56 0. 44 0.63
Pro 4.88 0.06 ~4.69 0.31 0.19
Asp -6.57 0.02 -6.33 0.24 0.24
Thr 5.60 0.08 5.21 0.76 0.39
Ser 1.16 0. 04 0.37 0.55 0.79
Met ~0.29 0.02 ~0.50 0.23 0.21
Glu -7. 86 0.12 -7.41 0.55 0. 45
Phe 2.97 0.02 2.71 0.28 0.26
Lys -0.32 0. 04 -0.03 0.37 0.29
Tyr 4.28 0. 04 4.01 0.37 0.27
Trp 4.38 0.09 3.51 0.22 0.87

*: A=I8”N,, 6" N

NPP i AEAL T AR S INBAMO SRR T, R e EARS BB EN Z 0 s, BRI
EA-TRMS I %€ {8 5 117 A AL 5 NPP &Y GC—C—TRMS U B (L. —3 . VEAXTEL, 8 EA-TRMS X JFL &k
TRBEA TR, REPP IR A E 31k (£2),

R IR, GC-C-IRMS XAHE &k R N & B2 SR AT AP 8 N 1IN E 248 5 EA-TRMS Skl 2 J5
SRR SL AR, AT 4 0. 15%0~1. 14%0, “FY2E(E A 0. 48%0, T Wi Fh 7 1 0t H 2 1
LRI E B A 225, vTRE R RS o AR S KPR kxR . HaER . SER .
MR . 22, HnElR. 52, KA. SRR . B AR SN B E 25 Rt J7
FEOLE3), MHERREG)HA0.995 4, HAR N5, i aiabd f2 R 5 ke 25 10 R 2 4
8, B0IE T GC-C-IRMS BFf T B R S IR AU R 3 AT B T SE
2.3 FEBRBEAHFENREMNZENZN

TR Z R R A & e, AEB AR PR TR AR AY (NO,) , BiEZ&iE
JEERIFECNN,, BENTCRE IR AR A R AL R 2 . 2R ik ) S A 23R, HesFIE
YRR B AR E CO, 22, IR E R )7 2000 M A 75 8 TR R 3 . R
o0 BT 43 B MR VAR JF A AR A R A R, R R A 5 S SR R R Jm
BRI R AR B £ B I 1) RS DL R RIS, o iR S % . FE(RIES R 2 (R e SO T, hiR
15 07 SRR KA R R W F iy, TR T RERE IR &, BR300 B 75 0 N R IR b R B



552 RS R R RS E [ L3 I iR 7 5T 339

EALE RIS B MRS . VU OB R T & — E

FEAE KRB NO([NO ] m/z 30, TS f i 14 vt i Al F

TR, SBREETEERI AN, [F E

i VR S B R BR AL PR AR Y €O, B 1k COTEH

FEH 2R [CO 18 T8 B %t H A A 8] 5t fir b #Y

[N &, 2 RN =R . b, ® 4] /

AT E RO SEE B E 1) COo,, LIBT IEHA #% &

3. S P | | |
Shy i S I B S IR AL 25 49 BT B o o ) 3 - T aNEAe !

PR, B EIEMR AT A bR St LUAS [ A5 b A B3 GC—C-IRMS 5 EA-TRMS & i 4k 56 &

mER, MEARTLLEH, Y4 m/kz 28{E5 7150 mV L), Fig. 3 Regression relation between GC-C~IRMS and EA-

SN(GC)%bo
Y

BB 7 R T R I E (R Ala (5. 65+ NS measured values

0.22)%. Gly(0.97+0.36)% . Val(~6. 64+0.73)%o . T

W FR GABA (=1. 0120. 32)%0 . Pro (4. 720. 29)%o . | e e S
Glu(=7.42+0.29)% . Phe (2. 88+0.28)% ( LLHHUgHf - R .o SO W
RE), HplRig SR A A Val (0. 73%), & 2 | -~

/ME R Ala(£0. 22%0) , 1) 85% 224 +0. 36%0. 1] UL ol B T
GC—C-IRMS RZAEN, ] m/z 2855 K TF 150 mV A ol
J:Hﬂ‘, J‘&Eﬁ%m/}\? 20 ngNE“JtﬁE@zgfﬂXﬁEé\ﬁk% 50 100 150 200 2505121(1);)1&3\5’0 400 450 500 550
Hh I A 61N AR YR I 5E 4 GC-C-TRMS )& ZUEBR AR (23 m/z 28 (mV) 5
2.4 KREMHEHSTEEBRAKN SNE O NIHAHIH:

Fig. 4 Correlation between amino acid nitrogen isotope sig-

B R EOR R AR B UL A 1T R (G 28) measured by GC=C—TRMS and 8°N values

“1.4.27 TR, Ak RifiiAtl, &5

% NPP AT AE il it GC-MS BEA T B4 #T, BB AEMRN S EME IR, FEFIH GC-C-IRMS X}
S AR A I R R R R T TR (K 3), @ilEWE S, 45RER, KEh&EIER
1 8 NABTE 10. 90%0~22. 32%0 Z [H), FRifEfRFE A 0. 23%0~0. 88%0, “FHIZE 0. 52%0; LA h &2 5L
I BB S NABLAE-1. 92%0~12. 82%0 Z [H), HRifEf 2547 0. 08%0~0. 79%0, P25 0. 38%0. PHFIHE A
Hh Z BRI A R IR A 2 A IS SR FE R B N, ART e R 8 n] 2R AR 5 ) s 2278 1l (58
4), i e R A R ) R

3 KGRI TR & A AR E [ B (SN)

Table 3 Amino acid contents and nitrogen stable isotope values(8"°N) of soybean and soil samples

X X Soybean Soil
Amino acid = =

Content/(mg-g™") 8" N/%o /%o Content/( g g™) 8" N/%o a/%o
Ala 29.5 18.41 0.82 37.41 2.86 0.23
Gly 17.6 17. 18 0.27 37.86 7.85 0.55
Val 54.1 20. 60 0. 88 50. 65 9.74 0.63
Leu 96.5 16.57 0.48 89.41 8.29 0.79
Ile 34.5 17.13 0. 87 33.27 2.78 0.56
Pro 31.5 22.20 0.23 56.70 10.73 0.35
Asp 21.9 15.96 0.70 24. 61 5.50 0.43
Thr 7.9 12.98 0.50 16. 08 -1.92 0.30
Ser 1.0 11.83 0.54 31.18 6.16 0.24
Met 33.1 10. 90 0.36 22.88 12.77 0.32
Glu 40. 1 17.23 0. 69 36.09 5.24 0.08
Phe 86.0 22.32 0.41 63.34 11.21 0.29
Lys 194.0 17.04 0.29 69. 39 12.82 0.21
Tyr 2.3 14. 15 0.41 33.23 7.58 0.41

Trp 29.5 17.26 0.28 37.41 8.78 0.34
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&5 1HE(A) 5 RE (B GC-C-IRMS 1% [&] (8°N)
Fig. 5 Chromatograms of soil(A) and soybean(B) samples by GC-C—-IRMS(8"N)
1. Ala; 2.Gly; 3.Val; 4. Leu; 5.1le; 6. GABA(internal standard); 7. Pro; 8. Asp; 9.Thr; 10.Ser; 11.Met; 12. Glu; 13. Phe; 14. Lys;
15. Tyr; 16. Trp

4 WIEPEEER AR AR BB,

Table 4  Summary of research on amino acid nitrogen isotopes in the environment

Sample Amino acid Application 8" N/%o a/%o
TREY) 147 TEUR LI B TR R -11.0~12.3 0.2~1.4
A (IF 845 157 R S A G 3R ) ~7.6~28.7 0.1~0.5
INEE 14Fh Wb s> -4.4~5.6 0.1~0.6
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